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heir two very dis-
parate worlds
were brought to-
gether by a cam-
era. Jonathan
Coldmanis a 22-
year-old white
Jewish  matle,
raised in a comfortable Owings
Mills home, a graduate of the
Gilman School and Pringeton Uni-

of the Laurenca G. Paguin School,
an inner-city public school for
pregnant teens and new mothera.
All but a hand{ul of the 300 stu-
denty at the 30-vearold school ure
African-Ameritana,

Despito thelr differences, the
warm and affable Mr, Goldman
won over hig subjects. For thiee
weeks last 3pring, he visited the

Junlhan Goldmas's prints of young mothers an

Jonathan Goidrmans photography exhisit chronicles the

versity. His focus is the studenta .

school on a regular basis, docu-
menting the strupgles of attend-
ing high scheel and raising an
infant or preparing for the arrival
of a baby. The resulting pictures
make up an exhibit called “Lulla-
bies,” on display through Aug, 24
at Galerie Francoise et Ses Frerey,
in Greenspring Station.

An opening reception was to be
held on Aug. 8. Mr, Goldman in-
vited o number of the students to
attend the opening, Shot with Po-

*laroid positive/negative (ilm, the

photographs served as a hridge
between Mr. Goidman and his

- subjects. The film produces both

a picture and a 4-by-5 negative.
He gave each student her own pic-
ture,
Using the pictures, the stu-
dents composed peetry that ac-

d children front the Paguln Sehact afford tha viewer a respectful glimpse of rearity.
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companies the photegraphs.
“I wanted thern to write about
themselves and how they feel

about themselves,” Mr, Goldmaon’

said, “T would like to go back there
and run a longer creative writing
workshop with the students.”
Susan Yaruts, a local poet and
writer, helped the students com-
pose their poetry. Ms. Yaruta,
whose daughter and youny grand-
daughter also attend Paquin, di-
recta a program called Partners
in the Arts Ine., which spensors
artist residencies at the scheol,
Mas. Yaruta i3 on an extended va-
cation and could not be reached
for comment about the pho-
tographs, .
Mr. Goldman, who used his
own money to {und the project and
will be donating 10 percent of all
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fruggléé of young mothers and pregnant teens.

photography sales to the school,
sees hiy photographs ag tributea
to the determination it will take
for these young women and their
children to suceeed in the world
around them.

“They may be 15 and moy come
[rem broken homes where they've
lived with drugs o¢ poverty, but
these are seme tough women and
they're dealing with a lot ol studf,”
he said. “They may never gettoa
place that.our society deermns as
gucceess, but if they raise those
children well, they'll be extrome-
ly successful”

His reapect for his subjects is
evident in the 24 black-and-white
photographs an display, and it ia
something he also has brought to
his earlier work — ingluding pic.
tures of “real people” shot during

s v N {
"v*" Ry

e T
R

a ear ijp through Kentucky, Ten-
nessee and Alabama. :
*Ha has this way with
strangers that is really special,” .
said Emmett Gowin, a renowned .
phcwgrapher and one of Mr. Gold-. -
man's professers at Princeton. “He
mus: ba able to communicate that
thev are sale, thot they are’
thought of seriously and that he
is ot there to do them any harm. -
Progie present to him the most .«
digrified, serious presentation of . 3
themsalves,”. ' :
He also was able to help some
of the pregnant women deal wi
geil-esteem issues and feel com-
fortable with howthey look.
“Some of the new mothers tease
the pregnant girls and call them
fat,” he said, “The camera helped
ma o we some of that.-] showed




them the pictures of the pregnan
_ﬁ%{: and aaid, ‘Iﬁok at lé’hlgf, isn"
Jai W@ amazing and inerodibls anc
beautiful? i B m 00
: Mr. Gowin watched Mr. Gold:
3 man's werk at Paquin unfold anc
‘sitit2" he praises his student's willing-
AupEsness to undertalee 5o demanding
o 21 agrq]ec,t:"Su few people do what
verhe's done: get to the edge and
3y jump into something so big and
s A’i- Lehall . " . .
hfpenalienging,” said Mr, Gowin,
$ireached at his home in Bucks
EXCounty, Pa. “Ifhe can maintain
: #.that kind of passion, ha could be
'a really marvelous artigt.”
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an-athlete, a lawyer, an Ivy
[Laague college prospect.”

i, After one year, he added visy.
‘el arts as his minor and immaersed
himselfin photography. Through
3, his lens, he has seen sides of the
2 world he had never been privy to
befare,

“T've seen real people,” he said,
:"people who didn't go to Gilman
-or Princaton or a country club-dri-
ki 50 ving nice cars.” In Septomber, he

. i will go to Korea to teach English ;

't through a Princeton program., It |
i will afford him the opportunity to
travel and photograph people in
i the Far Kast, ' -
Gk After that year, he is unsure
-\-w_h_at the future holds for him. He
w3 considering three graduate de-
g¥greos — a master’s of fine arts in
3t phatography, a law degree and a
‘g ki rabbinical degree, He credits the
sk Paquin project with stirring his |
interests in the rabbinate, “T like
"f‘r_the counseling aspect of being a
“rabbi,” said Mr. Goldman, who
becamne & bar mitzvah at the Con.
- servative Chizuk Amuno Con-
gregation,

Mr. Goldman is on a mission of
sell-discovery, one that began with
his thesis show at Princeton, a se-
. tles of self-portraits that Mr.
. Gowin called a “blockbuster.” AL
it ter turning the focus on himself,
4o+ he was better able to understand
; the subjects who now fll his Jens,
“ “IfTam trying to discover the
* true person behind those mathers,”
.. he said, “then I need to discover
the Lrue person behind me."0

“Luliabies: Recant Photographs”
ison display at Galeric Francoise
e Ses Freres, in Greenspring Sta-
tion, through Aug. 24, For more
information, call (410} 337.2787.




